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To the attention of:

The Honorable Mandy Gull-Masty 
Minister of Indigenous Services Canada,
229 Wellington Street 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0A6

[Date]

Re: FNFA – Surety and Bonding 

Dear Minister Gull-Masty,
I, [NAME and/or Position], recognize FNFA’s successful track record in the context of economic self-determination due to its ability to access affordable capital for First Nations. Though I am encouraged by the expansion of economic opportunity FNFA presents for First Nations, contractors on reserve continue to be restricted from participating fully in the economy due to Section 89 of the Indian Act. Without the ability to offer the necessary assets to act as collateral to secure bonding or surety, many First Nation contractors are effectively eliminated from consideration and business growth opportunities. It is time to correct this market distortion, address a fundamental inequity, and put First Nations contractors in a position to strengthen the Canadian economy.
I, [NAME], support FNFA’s initiative to create a pathway towards participation through establishing a federal backstop that allows First Nations contractors to leverage their assets and compete on an even playing field.  I believe that addressing this barrier will help our people more fully participate in the broader economy; this is beneficial to our businesses and Nations, will help create a workforce to build essential infrastructure in our communities, and will have many positive economic benefits to the Canadian economy. 
I, [NAME], appreciate FNFA’s contribution to this significant undertaking and value their leadership and engagement in advancing economic opportunities for Indigenous groups across Canada. I look forward to collaborating further with FNFA and ISC to advance this important initiative.

Best regards,

[NAME]
CC The Honorable Rebecca Alty, The Minister of Crown-Indigenous Relations
CC First Nations Finance Authority
